
Welcome back Year 8 students.  Wasn't our IDEALS 

trip amazingé it certainly lived up to its nameðit 

was AN AMAZING RACE. We had lots of fun times 

and special moments during the week.  

 

Inside this magazine you will find articles, written by 

youðthe students, recalling all the special moments 

that we had during our week in Mai Chau.  I am sure 

that each one of you will have your own special     

memory of it. Of  the  teachers there were so many 

that we couldn't possibly pick a   favourite one. Could 

it have been: 

 

 

¶ Ms Lily watching Mr Tome and Mr Tony having to sample the        

delicious foods that the students had made 

¶ Watching the students get more paint on themselves and the floor 

than on the walls, shelves and school gate. 

¶ Watching the students strut their stuff down the cat walk during the 

fashion show 

¶ Seeing everyone digging in the mud after the raining overnight 

¶ Snuggling under the blankets and drinking hot milo while each group           

produced their drama productions 

 

Whatever is your favourite, we all agreed that the students behaved       

extremely well, excelled in everything that they did, tried new thingsð

whether it was an activity or foods, participated in the activities achiev-

ing the IDEALS skills and  made this field trip one of the best ones ever.  

The amazing team on the Amazing Race 

Well done and welcome back  

the Amazing Year 8 team  
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ñThe funniest thing I saw today was seeing Polly falling down 

the stairs, Ms Lily shouting to be careful and about 2 minutes 

later Angie fell down the stairs followed by me.ò 

Katie 

ñThe funniest thing I saw today was Mr Tome having his hands in-

side his clothes trying to keep warm as he  didn't bring enough 

warm clothes .ò 

Ye Jin 
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3 awesome teachers, 33 cool kids and a very funny tour guide 

were all very excited for the adventure to Mai Chau. At 3 

oôclock in the morning, before the first ray of sunlight touched 

the city, all 33 students woke up very excited, expecting a trip 

that will ñwowò them. They came to school ready for whatever 

was waiting for them in Mai Chau. The teachers were very 

busy counting the number of students and also sorting out all 

the other information which the students needed to know     

before, during and after the trip. At the airport, we all waited to 

be checked in and even though we were all tired of the short 

sleep that we had that night we were all very excited about the 

forthcoming trip. During the flight, our group filled up most 

part of the plane. It was very noisy with 33 excited students on 

board who wanted to chat to their friends rather than try and 

sleep. I don't think that the other passengers realized that they 

were    going to board plane a very noisy plane so early in the 

morning. When we got to Hanoi we then had to collect our bags 

and board the bus which was to take us to Mai Chau. It was a very 

long bus journey and soon most of us were catching up on our 

sleep that we had missed   during the night.   

 

When we got to Mai Chau it was nice to see the countryside and 

breathe in the fresh air, especially after the long journey. We 

found where we were sleeping and unpacked our bags.  We then 

were called in to have some lunch to fill our empty tummies ready 

for the weekôs adventure. 

Weôre off to Mai Chau 
By Zachary Keffer and Tom Ho   

Very excited about our adventure 

Hanging about at the airport            

for our flight 
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Year 8ôs Field Trip to Mai Chau was amazing!  

We first arrived at the home stay and found where we were     

sleeping. After unpacking our bags and deciding who was 

sleeping where we then went off to have some lunch. I think 

that most of us were too tired to eat a lot of lunch. Afterwards 

we got told that we were going to start our first adventure. The 

TREASURE HUNT!! 

 

Our challenge was to look for things like traditional clothes, 

dolls, some snacks, watermelon, water bottles,é 

 

We were split into groups. We were in Ms. Lilyôs Group. Our 

groups were called the Super Six and Jasth. While we were 

on our way to find the treasure items, we had a chance to   

enjoy the view of the beautiful countryside and we got to   

understand more about each other! 

 

2 members of our group found 2 treasure items.  It was tiring  

returning back to our home stay but we had a lot of fun. We 

learnt much about communication and teamwork.  

Off to find some treasure! 

ñDo we have the map upside down? Can 

anyone see the treasure?ò 

ñThe funniest thing I heard    

today was ñPick up the fatherò 

and I was the father! ñ 

Jeong Seop 

ñThe funniest thing I saw today was 

Anthony falling into dirty water, 

and then 2 minutes later Zach fall-

ing into the pond trying to find the 

treasure.ò 

Andy 

Treasure Hunt 
By Hiro Cao and Thy Bui 



On the first day of  IDEALS week we participated in a bonfire activity. We 

were really glad there was a bonfire because Mai Chau was extremely cold 

compared to Ho Chi Minh City. There were a lot of activities and games to 

get us warmed up, and it was fun. 

We first had to split ourselves up into 6 groups. These included 

 

Fantastic 5 :   Angie (leader), Jason, Nhiem, David and Zach 

G6:    Viet Anh (leader) Katie, Polly, Anthony, Yira              

   and Jin Sol (8LH) 

The Jasth :   Tom (leader), Hiro, Sharon, Angel and Jun Ho  

The Epic :   Andy (leader), Huy, Quan, Nana, Tom Lim and Jung 

Bin  

Super 6 :   Ye Jin (leader), Jeany, Dan, Thy, Hoang Anh and Khoi  

Power Ranger:  Seong Hwan (leader), Su Ung, JinSol (8CG), Song Eun and Jeong Seop  

 

 The first activity we had to do was to make a big circle around the bonfire 

and start singing different songs to warm up our throats and our bodies. 

We sang a lot of songs in 3 different languages, English, Vietnamese and     

Korean. After the singing we then had to get into groups of three, and each 

person volunteered to be either the ñmummyò, ñdaddyò or the ñbabyò.  We 

then had to take it in turns to carry the a character. It was so funny trying 

to see the ñbabyò trying to lift the ñmummyò and the ñdaddyò. The next      

activity meant that we had to use our bodies to make different letters of 

the alphabet. It was quite hard to do, but with our team members working    

together, we did it. The best activity during the evening was when 6       

students went up and to have stickers 

stuck on to their bodies. Then another 

group of 6 students, from each of the 

teams, came up and were blindfold. 

The rest of the groups had to        

communicate with the person       

blindfolded to tell them where the stickers were, on their team mates. 

The winners were the first team who managed to take off all the    

stickers from their partners. It was extremely fun to watch.  

 

At the end of the bonfire we got to eat sweet potatoes and potatoes. It 

was delicious, the out side was burnt and over-cooked but inside was sweet and hot. A lot of people choose 

to eat the sweet potatoes rather than fresh potatoes because there was so much flavor in them.  

What letter is this? 

Trying to lift the ñDaddyò 

ñI know there is a sticker      

here somewhere.ò 

The Bonfire 
By Angie Le and Song Eun Lee 
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The second day was a wet and cold day. We went straight to the 

óChieng Chauô Secondary School after having a breakfast with 

bread and hot cocoa. After arriving there, we met the Head of the 

School and were given out the instructions: We were divided into 3 

groups.  One group was chosen to paint the classroom walls, the 

second group would paint the bookshelves and the third group 

would paint the school gate. My group was given the classroom to 

paint. Each of us got a mop and buckets of yellow paint. We started 

to paint the wall in  yellow. It 

was a hard work at times and 

it took us more than 2 hours to 

finished one    classroom, 

even with Mr. Tome, Mr. Tony and Ms. Lilyôs help. It didn't help be-

cause we managed to get most of the paint on the floor rather than the 

walls. Every time we got paint on the brushes the paint would slide 

down the paint brushes and onto our hands and then onto the floor. At 

the beginning we got more paint on ourselves than on the wall. At the 

end I think that we had done a great job in my      opinion. All of us 

got paint all over our clothes but we had had an   extremely fun time 

together. Mai Chau Rocks! 

Painting Competition 
By Dan Vo and Katie Le 

Sharon hard at work                   

painting a wall 

Mr Tome helped us to            

clean up afterwards 


